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COVER: Three generations of the
Hughes family are set to celebrate
Father’s Day together. Grandfather
Charlie with his son, Church by the

Glades Senior Pastor, David, and
youngsters Charlie, Victoria and

baby Zane. 

Photo by Craig Maccubbin

7th Annual Cover Photo Contest!
Don't keep the winning photo in your hard drive!! We want to let more than 20,000
families see it, too! On your mark, get set, CLICK! There are just a few Do's and
Don'ts...First of all, there's NO POSING!!!! If you're not having fun, don't send it. Make sure
there are PEOPLE in your shot...landscapes won't win this. What will families smile at
when they pick up their September issue? We need to be strict about parameters, so
please don't send it unless it’s from a 6 mega pixels camera or greater, 300 dpi, (no 72
dpi low resolution). No studio photos or any others outside of these parameters will 
be considered. Submissions are only accepted by e-mail before August 10th to
curly@gate.net and must be sent with the photographer's name, address, two phone
numbers and the names of the subjects in the picture. 
The winning photo will be used for the cover of the September Spectator. Please DO 
NOT submit previously published photos. We maintain the right to use all submitted 
photos for publication at any time. The winning cover shot will also get some nice prizes,
but the best award is always the bragging rights. And who knows? Maybe it will be the start 
of your new career! 
Happy Father's Day, dads! Our prayer is for every family touched by the Spectator and 
every home in between. 

God bless you and our soldiers, Shellie

I wanted to be like my dad as a kid - more so than the typical boy growing 
up in suburbia. My dad was stronger, cooler, smarter, handier, more athlet-
ic, and better looking than your dad. This is, of course, not true; but as
young boy growing up, those were my exact thoughts. This admiration was
reinforced by so many of the things my father did particularly well. He could throw a football with such smoothness and
velocity, that I spent years practicing with him and my brother, with the goal of eventually acquiring the same powerful
spiral. He could build model airplanes like a professional, and  when he shared his techniques for painting the little
pilot, I listened to the instructions as if they were commandments. He could change the oil in every car he ever owned,
he was a master photographer, and he could speak at length on pretty much any topic. Heck, he could use a voltmeter
to measure electric charges in a way that I still don't quite understand.
My Dad loved to talk...to anyone, about any subject. I would have friends over to our house, and Dad was invariably in
the mix of conversation, engaging all of us in whatever was important in our lives that particular week. That was
sometimes annoying to a teenager, but far and away it
was a cool thing, and my friends thought so too. Plus, my
Dad was entertaining and had a terrific track record at
making anyone of any age laugh uncontrollably. I always
liked that part. My friends would say, "Your Dad is cool,"
and I knew it to be true.
When I was a teenager, I called him a curse word. A real-
ly bad word. To his face. I am not sure if he recognized
this as some standard alpha-male rite of passage that all
parents of teenage boys must endure, or if he thought
me temporarily insane. The whole incident could have
escalated into a conflagration of male egos, damaging
the both of us and our relationship forever. But to his
credit, my dad handled the situation with patience and
quiet strength. He didn't lecture me, or resort to the same
language. In the process, I learned that forgiveness was
always available from my father, even in the heat of dis-
agreement.
Don't get me wrong, my dad wasn’t perfect. No one is.
But he was an amazing man. My father passed away last
year, and I miss him greatly. I still want to be like him. I
had a whole lot more to learn from him after all.

My friends would say,
"Your Dad is cool," 
and I knew it to be true.
by Craig Maccubbin

Craig Maccubbin with his dad, Donald
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Pearle Vision Wants You
to be Well! Friday, June 18th, attend
Pearle Vision s FREE wellness seminar to
teach you and your family how antioxidants
work, what foods and supplements contain
the highest levels,  and how exercise affects
those levels. Complimentary scanning will
also be available. RSVP by June 15th at
954-752-1551 or email
drfrancine@pearlesprings.com. 
Please see their ad on Page 12

Cappies Galore!
Congratulations to Douglas High School
Drama for receiving 14 South Florida
Cappies Nominations and bringing home 4
performance category Cappies for their
spring production of Lend Me A Tenor ...
Darius Rivera  - Supporting Actor in a Play,
Danielle Kushner Comic Actress in a Play,
Nick Martinez Comic Actor in a Play and
Brandon Shapiro Lead Actor in a Play. The
entire cast and crew were honored with a
Proclamation from the City of Parkland.

Parkland Relay for Life
Douglas High School was the scene for a
big blowout, all-night party for a great
cause! With many VIPs, dignitaries, resi-
dents and cancer survivors on hand to cre-
ate a buzz, the filled the  school’s track and
infield were filled with teams of supporters.
Local restaurants kept everyone fed while the
happenings on stage kept attendees enter-
tained with a variety of music and presenta-
tions. The Relay for Life is a nationwide event
that raises money for cancer research. A
special  happening in towns across America,
a poignant part of every Relay has  white
paper bags inscribed with the names of
those who’ve lost the battle  illuminated with
candles and placed around the track. 

Lessons in Ethics
More than 100 Taravella Seniors were privileged to attend the school’s first Ethical
Seminar, held at a nearby county club. Local business men and women were table lead-
ers for the students who were taught a variety of skills for dilemma solving. One exercise
had each table of ten deciding who, of five candidates for a heart transplant would get
the only available organ. If the ten couldn’t agree, much like a jury, it meant bad news for
all patients. Students from a variety of backgrounds learned how to work together and
what values and morals were. Don’t worry...the patients were only real on paper!

First Father’s Day
Parkland’s own, Army Specialist Evan Irr,
is content for a cuddle with his brand new
daughter, Lily Marie, who made her beauti-
ful debut in Clarksville, Tennessee on
March 14. New mommy, Madisen, is doing
just great, thank you, and the Spectator
Family has a new title: Grandparents.
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Win, win, win! Isn’t that the prevalent sentiment of
Little League coaches and parents, more often
than not?
Well, we hit the lottery in the “not” category!  Our
son, Jace has mild autism and he wanted to play
for the Coral Springs National Little League Farm 1
Organization. If it were not for the understanding,
patience, and, yes, love, from
his coaches, teammates and
parents, a major step which
could have been negative
turned into a large positive
stride for our son.
This was a win-win experience
for all involved. My son is a
winner because he perse-
vered and kept playing, albeit
with limitations that the coach-
es, parents, and his team-
mates sincerely embraced, thus allowing Jace to
be considered a part of a team, maybe for the first
time in his life.
My husband and I have been told that we have
taught our son the importance of following through,
no matter what and that trait will stay with him the
rest of his life.   

One of the parents told us she remembers one of
Jace’s first games where he had to be coaxed out
onto the field as he was clearly overwhelmed and just
wanted to go home. He not only stuck it out and fin-
ished that game, he continued to go on and play each
and every game for the remainder of the season.
For us it is a momentous accomplishment and without

their support we could
never have made it. We
know our son may not
have contributed a lot to
our team but I can assure
you that they have con-
tributed a lot to us.
The coaches and communi-
ty are all winners in that
they make “different” very
normal, and, most impor-
tantly, they demonstrate to

everyone young and old, what a winner truly is, and,
for that our family will be forever grateful.
Thank you Marlins Head Coach Scott Windell!!!!!!

Coral Springs Community Hits a Grand Slam!

Compassionate Encouragement

By Heather Richards
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The National Day of Prayer has
been celebrated in Coral Springs
for more than two decades.
Historically a time for reflection,
sharing and often moving pleas to
a Higher Power, the Coral Springs
ceremony is traditionally outdoor,
with a candlelight glow casting an
ethereal light on the faces of those
in attendance. Because of
inclement weather, 500 people
joined the the 22nd annual service
in the cafeteria at the Charter
School. Celebrated in Coral
Springs' close-knit and diverse
community, almost 30 youth rep-
resentatives of all faiths were
brought together to pray for our
nation, our leaders, and peace.
Faithful from the Baha'is, Jewish,
Muslim, Buddhist,Native American
and many different Christian
denominations came together to
share their hearts and prayers.

In addition to the participation of
various houses of worship, there
were beautiful presentations from
Mary Help of Christians Catholic
School Children's Choir, Soloist
David Orson, and "Singing
Hands;" Westchester Elementary's
children who "sing" in sign lan-
guage. Following the ceremony,
participants and guests enjoyed
refreshments donated by Publix
and Kraft Foods.



1312

Summer is fast approaching, and our children and families will certainly be spending more time out of
doors, whether it's on the beach, at camp or enjoying vacation. More sun exposure creates a greater
threat for sunburn and skin cancers. Sun protection is simply guarding ourselves and our children
from the adverse effects of sunlight. 
Aside from the hazards of heat, the sun poses the danger of:

1. Sunburn
2. Developing melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancers
3. Premature wrinkling

To assure the Prevention Of Sunburn:
1. Limit time outdoors: Peak sunlight hours are from 10AM to 3 pm
2. Wear protective clothing such as a broad-brimmed hat, long sleeved shirts & pants.
3. Use protective sunscreen to minimize the sun's penetrating ultraviolet (UV) rays. Sunscreen 

is any substance or material that protects the skin from UV radiation. It can be in the form of 
topical lotion, cream, ointment, gel or spray applied to the skin and lips. Sunglasses are sun
screens that protect the eyes.

What is SPF?
SPF, an abbreviation for sun-protection factor, is a number (such as 15, 30, or 50) that indicates the
degree of sunburn protection provided by a sunscreen. SPF is related to the total amount of sun expo-
sure rather than simply the length of sun exposure. It is a common mistake to assume that the dura-
tion of effectiveness of a sunscreen can be calculated simply by multiplying the SPF by the length of
time it takes for a person to suffer a burn without sunscreen. The amount of sun exposure a person
receives is dependent upon more than just the length of time spent in the sun, but also a number of
factors including the length of exposure, time of day, geographic location and weather conditions. A
common mistake is applying too little sunscreen, which can drastically reduce the effective SPF of the
product. About 1 ounce (5-6 teaspoons) of sunscreen is recommended to cover the entire body.
Furthermore, sunscreen should be applied at least 30 minutes before going outdoors and must be
reapplied every two hours when staying outside for a prolonged period of time. 
You and your family can still enjoy the outdoor life in the Sunshine State without becoming skin dam-
age statistics. Sunburn and skin cancers in people of every age can be drastically reduced by careful
consideration and reduction of unprotected exposure to the sun. 

Sunshine State Sun Protection
Doctors from every field routinely tell their patients to eat their fruits and vegetables.

Most everyone has heard the old adage "an apple a day will keep the doctor away."
Whether it's the primary care physician who educates that a good diet will prevent dia-
betes or heart problems; or the dentist who warns diets high in sugar will cause gum
disease; or the optometrist who preaches about eating your carrots and spinach to pre-
vent blindness. It is hard to argue with the health benefits of a diet rich in fruits and
vegetables:  lower blood pressure; reduced risk of heart disease, stroke, and some
cancers; lower risk of eye problems; and a positive effect on blood sugar. However,
less than 25% of the American population eats five fruits and vegetables a day even
though the current recommendation is nine servings.

The antioxidants in fruits and vegetables that can positively affect so many different
parts of your body. Antioxidants protect us from the main causes of premature aging.
Most of us vow to eat healthier, change our lifestyle, and supplement our diet with vita-
mins to boost our antioxidant levels, yet the choice of supplements can be overwhelm-
ing. How do you know if they are working?  Knowing your antioxidant level is as impor-
tant as knowing your cholesterol levels or blood pressure.

New technology has enabled us to read antioxidant levels without invasive proce-
dures. Laser scanning is now available through a 90 second test that accurately
assesses those levels. It allows us to gauge if our diets are enough and if those expen-
sive supplements are actually doing what they advertise.

To help promote education and preventive care, Pearle Vision will present a
wellness seminar on Friday, June 18th. The seminar will teach you and your family
how antioxidants work, what foods and supplements contain the highest levels of
antioxidants, and how exercise affects those levels. Complimentary scanning will also
be available. RSVP by June 15th at 954-752-1551 or email to:
drfrancine@pearlesprings.com

ARE YOU REALLY HEALTHY?

Mukesh Wadhwa, ARNP-C
A Board Certified Family Nurse
Practitioner, Mukesh Wadhwa has
been in practice with Dr. Neil Katz
for the past ten years.

Genesis Medical Center 
of Coral Springs  

3000 N. University Dr.,
Suite R

954-753-0300
See our ad below

Dr. Francine Camporeale
& Dr. Cheryl Lennard

Pearle Vision (In The Walk),  
2812 N. University Dr., 

Coral Springs 
954-752-1551

See our ad below



Jordan Cohen
Energetic, bright and a pleasure to be
around, this 14 year-old dynamo is
busy with school, family, friends and
motorcross, a sport he spends a lot of
time competing in throughout the tri-
county area. "I go to races at Seminole
and I won a lot, so my dad bought me a
new bike; a Honda CRX-100," he says.
His whole family, including his dad and
grandfather, likes to ride and practice
on the track at their home in Parkland.
He is also a talented guitar player and
ice hockey teammate, where he plays
Left Wing.

A Parkland resident for 11 years,
Jordan will be in the 8th grade at
Westglades Middle school. Science is
his favorite subject. When he's with his
friends, he likes to watch movies, go to
the mall and hang out. He enjoys din-
ners out and shopping with his family.
He's looking forward to a trip to South
America with friends this summer.

Jordan loves his two younger siblings,
Ben and Eve. His Dad, Gil, is the
President of a life insurance company
and his mom, Maggie, is a homemaker.
The Cohens attend services at the
Chabad of Parkland.
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Registration for the next season will begin in
September. Watch the Spectator for those dates! For
more info, see www.coralspringslacrosse.com or
e-mail coralspringslacrosse@yahoo.com or 
call Karen Tedesco 561-716-6625.
Soccer
CORAL SPRINGS RECREATIONAL
The 2009/10 season has concluded. Registrations for
the next season will begin in August. Watch the
Spectator for those dates! See www.CSYS.org or call
Jill Waroff for further info. (954)341-6391.
CORAL SPRINGS STORM 
TRAVEL SOCCER.
Contact person is Carlos Medina (954) 821-1356
or see the website for practice schedule 
www.coralspringsstormsoccer.com
CORAL SPRINGS RENEGADE 
TRAVEL SOCCER
Contact is Bill Ripple (954)494-3470 or see the 
website www.renegadesoccer.com
MEN'S OVER 30 SOCCER
Contact Dr. Rami Toueg at (954)341-4500
SATURDAY AFTERNOON  
MEN’S SOCCER CLUB
All skill levels welcome. Call Todd at 954-561-1310 
or see the website www.dawesart.com/soccer
Softball
YOUTH SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION 
OF CORAL SPRINGS (YSACS)
The season has concluded. See the website 
at www.coralspringssoftball.com or call 
(954)344-0171 

Golf
CONTE’S PALM AIRE GOLF ACADEMY
Golfing is fun in this special summer program
geared for kids of all ages. Lessons, clinics and
instruction for all ages.See Ad on page 18, call
954-971-7867 or go to
www.PalmAireGolfAcademy.com.
HERON BAY GOLF ACADEMY
Check out the Junior summer camp program that
features half and full days of instruction.
See Ad on page 7, call 954-796-2000 or go to
www.HeronBayGolfClub.net
Horseback Riding
MALACHI ACRES
Riding Lessons and Boarding for Ages 5 thru adult
with beginner thru advanced instruction. See Ad on
page 9, call 954-255-7185 or  see
www.MalachiAcres.com.
PINE HOLLOW
Riding instruction, Training, Boarding & Sales for
every age and ability at a picturesque Parkland facil-
ity. See Ad on page 7, call 954-757-1119 or see
www.PineHollowFlorida.com

Ice Hockey
YOUTH ICE HOCKEY LEAGUES 
For information and requirements, call Incredible
Ice (954)341-9956

Lacrosse
CORAL SPRINGS CHIEFS
This league enables Coral Springs families to be
involved in a fun, fast-paced and rewarding sport.

Baseball & Tee Ball
AMERICAN LITTLE LEAGUE
Next season’s sign-ups will be later in 2010. For
info. see www.csall.com or call (954) 825-8172
NATIONAL LITTLE LEAGUE
Next season’s sign-ups will be later in 2010. For
info. call (954)345-8700 or see CSNLL.org
NORTH SPRINGS LITTLE LEAGUE
Next season’s sign-ups will be later in 2010. For
further info. see www.nsll.us
WINTER BASEBALL
The next season begins in August. See
www.coralspringswinterbaseball.org
or call (954)632-0320.
MEN'S CHRISTIAN ATHLETIC ASSOC.
Teams of every denomination from any faith-based 
organization are welcome to the league. 
Please call (954) 796-0933
MEN'S SENIOR OVER 30 BASEBALL
For info. call Ron Luzim (954)755-1500 or 
Kevin Lydon (954)609-0069.
CORAL SPRINGS TEE BALL
Season is underway. For more info. call Nick
Becker (954)345-2255
Basketball
CORAL SPRINGS BASKETBALL
The summer season begins June 21st.
www.CSBCHOOPS.com or contact Pat Finney
(954)970-4474 or Barry Popock (954)461-0592

CORAL SPRINGS WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
Players 18 & older can join the slow-pitch teams
that play on Sundays and Monday evenings at
Forest Hills Park. Season is underway. Call Barb
Pantazis (954) 344-4449
Swimming
CORAL SPRINGS SWIM CLUB
Free weekly tryouts every Wednesday from 3-4pm
at the Aquatic Complex. For more information call   
(954)345-5441 or see www.csscswim.com
Tennis
SYNERGY TENNIS ACADEMY
A Trio of successful professionals has combined for
instruction at every level, beginning with age 5
through Elite. Located at the Nearby Woodmont
Country Club. Find out about their summer tennis
camp! see Ad on pg. 14, call (954) 597-9674 or
see www.synergytennis.org

Volleyball
SAND TURTLES VOLLEYBALL CLUB
Beginner sand volleyball training for kids and adults.
Call Mark Lewkowicz for more info. 
(954)345-0500. 

YMCA Leagues
PARKLAND YMCA FAMILY FUN CENTER
Find out about various league offerings and 
activities. For information, call (954)384-9622 
or see www.ymcabroward.org

Fitness
FITWIZE 4 KIDS
A program full of adventurous activities, health,
nutrition and sports fun designed to build self-confi-
dence and fitness awareness For further info, see
ad on page 9 or call (954) 323-2216. 
FLEX APPEAL BOOT CAMPS 
Work out with a trainer who cares. $7 a.m. & p.m.
classes 6 days a week at Cypress and Mullins
Parks in Coral Springs. Endurance, confidence and
a healthier body. Youth camp is also available. 
For info, Call Ken Chatman (954) 588-3584
www.FlexAppeal.org

Flag Football & Cheerleading
CORAL SPRINGS FLAG FOOTBALL
& FLAG FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING
Registrations for the 2010 season have concluded.
For further info, see www.CSFFC.ORG or 
contact Bruce Weinberg (954)263-5545. 
ULTIMATE FLAG FOOTBALL
For ages 6-15, season has concluded. 
For further info, see
www.HTOsports.com/UFFCS 

Tackle Football 
& Cheerleading
CORAL SPRINGS TACKLE FOOTBALL
& TACKLE FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING
Registrations for 2010 season have concluded.For
further info., contact (954) 753-3862 for football,
(954) 818-4985 for cheerleading, or the hotline
(954)390-7369 www.cschargers.com
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The Parkland library isn't just for
checking out books. With a host of
activities for all ages, one group is
especially excited for their monthly

time together. Librarian Wendy Peppercorn was getting requests for a knitting class. "There have been a lot of popular
books about knitting groups. We didn't know how to get things started, but one of our patrons, Shellie Farrugia, mentioned
something that gave us an idea." A resident since 1975, Shellie said, "I was telling the librarians that I hadn't been reading
as much because my knitting doesn't give me much extra time. That's when the conversation got interesting!"" 

"We felt lucky to find her, and she agreed to volunteer her help," said Wendy. "As soon as we announced the class, we
had an overwhelming response. We had to limit it, because so many people wanted to join. It's been booked up each time!"
March's first class had a full roster, with ladies of all ages excited to begin. Some had knit before, while others had never
picked needles. All were well on their way after seeing finished pieces, demonstrations, and hearing some of Shellie's knit-
ting encouragement, "Hey, if there's a little mistake, don't worry! It's hand made!" 

Parkland resident Cindy Lane said, "When I heard the class was forming, I joined it with a friend, and made another new
friend in our teacher, Shellie. She has a lot of enthusiasm for knitting and is passing it on to all of us. I think it's great that
the library put this program together for us to learn something new and have fun. Based on the turnout and response, it's
obvious that it's been well received by the residents."  

Wendy said, "The ladies came in with their first craft
and were totally excited about the beautiful things they'd
made!" From colorful scarves to hats to sweaters and

more, the Parkland knitting group is industrious and
creative. "I've seen a lot of women making great

social connections, too," said Shellie.
"We've decided to make a blanket

out of individual squares knit
by the ladies and then

auction it off to raise
money for the library.
It’s a great way to
give back to this
very worthwhile
place that's 
connected us all." 

Parkland Little League
The 2010 Season has concluded. For more info.,
call (954) 604-2442 or visit www.parklandll.com
Basketball
WINTER BASKETBALL
The 2010 season has concluded. 
www.parklandbasketball.com or call the 
hotline (954) 227-0989. 

Cheerleading
PARKLAND CHEERLEADING CLUB 
Contact Susan Kelton (954)575-9575.

Tackle Football &
Cheerleading
PARKLAND RANGERS
FINAL IN-PERSON REGISTRATION Saturday, June
05, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Pine Trails Park
Concession Building in Parkland. For more info. visit
our website at www.parklandrangers.com or call 
(954) 804-5406. See the ad on page 20. 

Flag Football
PARKLAND FLAG FOOTBALL
Online registration has begun. Register prior to Player
Evaluations in mid-May to avoid late fees.See the
website for updated information.Coed Age Divisions
5 -14, Girls Only Age Divisions 8 - 14 Coaches &
Sponsors always needed! For further info, see
www.parklandflag.com
ULTIMATE FLAG FOOTBALL
For ages 6-15, season runs March thru May.  
For late sign-up and further info, see
www.HTOsports.com/UFFCS

Soccer
PARKLAND SOCCER CLUB
The 2009/10 season has concluded.See
www.parklandsoccer.net or call (954)410-5172. 
TRAVEL SOCCER 
PARKLAND PREDATORS
Boys & Girls call Debbie (954)240-8929 or
Kristen (954)461-4809

Girls Softball
The 2010 season is underway. For more info.
contact Michele Mockenhaupt (954) 798-1204
or see www.parklandgirlssoftball.com
Tennis
SYNERGY TENNIS ACADEMY
A Trio of successful professionals has combined for
instruction at every level, beginning with age 5
through Elite. Located at the Nearby Woodmont
Country Club. Find out about their summer tennis
camp! see our ad on page 14, call (954) 597-9674
or see www.synergytennis.org

YMCA Leagues
PARKLAND YMCA FAMILY FUN CENTER
Find out about league offerings and activities.
For information, call (954)384-9622 or see
www.ymcabroward.org

Golf
CONTE’S PALM AIRE GOLF ACADEMY
Golfing is fun in this special summer program
geared for kids of all ages. Lessons, clinics and
instruction for all ages.See Ad below, 
call 954-971-7867 or visit
www.PalmAireGolfAcademy.com.
HERON BAY GOLF ACADEMY
Check out the Junior summer camp program
that features half and full days of instruction.
See Ad on page 7, call 954-796-2000 or visit
www.HeronBayGolfClub.net
Horseback Riding
MALACHI ACRES
Riding lessons and Boarding for Ages 5 thru
adult with beginner thru advanced instruction.
See Ad on page 9, call 954-255-7185 or see
www.MalachiAcres.com.
PINE HOLLOW
Riding instruction, Training, Boarding & Sales for
every age and ability at a picturesque Parkland
facility. See Ad on page 7, call 954-757-1119 or
see www.PineHollowFlorida.com
PARKLAND HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Shows are held regularly at the Equestrian
Center at Temple Park. For information, 
call Dawn Watt (954) 520-5561 or see 
www.parklandhorsemans.com.
Lacrosse
PARKLAND REDHAWKS
Season is underway thru May for boys and girls
K-8th grades. see www.parklandlacrosse.com
or call Barbara Crowley (954) 227-2733. 
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The word “lacrosse” means “waiting for
the pond to freeze” in the native lan-
guage of the Iroquois Indians. The

members of the Coral Springs Chiefs did
not wait for a successful inaugural season to hap-

pen, they made it happen, collectively and individually,
both on and off the field.

2010 was the first year that Coral Springs had an official
youth lacrosse program for children K-8th grades due
to the leadership of girls coaches Karen Tedesco and
Linda Diamond along with four coaches for the boys.
The Chiefs will serve as an excellent “feeder program”
for the two high school level teams in the area;
Douglas and Taravella. In turn, those programs will
serve as excellent preparation for college lacrosse.
The younger the players are when they start learning

the game, the more experienced each of them will be
when they join high school and college-level teams. In
addition, players will gain increased confidence in their
abilities, positively reinforcing individual self-esteem.

My three daughters played with the Chiefs this year. None
had ever picked up a lacrosse stick prior. Over the course

of the season, each of them improved dramatically with encouragement from each
other at home, and with their coaches and teammates on the fields. Margaux, 13,
began running 2 miles every day after school in order to build her endurance for the
games. Emily, 10, was encouraged to try to score a goal during games by being
promised a DVD movie of her choice if she successfully did so. She scored three
times during the season! Hannah, 8, enjoyed playing goalie much more after being
promised the same reward based upon the number of saves she accomplished.

I am happy that each of my daughters had positive experiences this year with the
Chiefs. Since lacrosse is the fastest-growing
sport nationwide, I feel that it presents an excel-
lent possibility for college scholarship opportuni-
ties. Given the fact that lacrosse is largely an Ivy-
League college sport, a combination
academic/sports scholarship promises to be of
the highest quality, provided that players are
able to achieve and maintain both the highest
levels academically and athletically.

While we won't be “waiting for the pond to
freeze” en route to next season, each of my girls
will definitely return to play for the Coral Springs
Chiefs next season. Together with the hundreds
of other players that make up the league, all are
surely looking forward to more opportunities for
fun, friendships and personal growth.

Successful Chiefs Season
By Julie Ehrlich
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After numerous attempts to limit their liability from injuries that occur, commercial business-
es aimed at providing entertainment for children have, in-part, succeeded. Fortunately,
thanks to efforts by the Florida Justice Association, the final legislation is far less onerous
than the bill that was originally filed. This compromise legislation passed during the most
recent session of the Florida Legislature authorizes natural guardians of minors to waive
claims, in advance, for injuries or death. Prior to this new bill, the Florida Supreme Court
held that a pre-injury release executed by a parent on behalf of a minor child was unen-
forceable against a minor or minor's estate in a tort action arising from injuries from partici-
pation in a commercial activity. Specifically, this new bill allows natural guardians of minors
to waive, in advance, claims for injuries or death arising from risks inherent in commercial
activities. The new law provides that these inherent risks must be defined and include, but
are not limited to, any dangers or conditions known or unknown which are characteristic of
the activity. In addition, these risks include any negligent act that the minor child may
engage in, but fortunately does not protect the negligent acts of the owners, affiliates,
employees or agents of these facilities. The release must be printed in a minimum of 8
point type or larger, while the section defining the inherent risks, must be at least 5 points
larger, in an attempt to assure that guardians can clearly distinguish this section from all
others. To rebut the presumption that the waiver is valid, the claimant must demonstrate by
a preponderance of the evidence that the waiver does not comply with the requirements of
the law and must show that the cause of the injury was not an inherent risk of the activity.
As a result of this new law, parents will need to be aware that they may have no recourse
for any injury their child suffers as the result of an inherently dangerous activity.
The Coral Springs-based, Weinstein Law Firm was established by managing partner and civil justice
attorney, Andrew Weinstein more than 10 years ago. The firm represents individuals and families
injured in automobile and premises liability accidents, as well as those harmed by dangerous and
defective products throughout the State of Florida. In addition, the firm represents Florida health care
professionals in a wide range of legal issues, which include Personal Injury Protection (PIP) and insur-
ance claims. More information can be found at www.weinstein-law.com or by calling (954) 757-7500.

New Law in Florida 
on Child Safety Waivers

Article by Andrew Weinstein 
of the Weinstein Law Firm

If you would like a free consultation
about your personal injury claim,
please feel free to contact me at
(954) 757-7500.

See ad below. You can also find
useful consumer information on the
Weinstein Law Firm website at
www.weinstein-law.com.
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Often called, "Blue" because of the color of the most com-
mon uniform, umpires are the ones who are in charge of
the baseball game from beginning to end, enforcing the
rules, controlling the Spectators and teams, and making
judgment calls. Fans and players boo and abuse umpires
and only applaud and praise them if the call goes their
way. It's a no-win situation. Why do they do it?

Umpire-in-Chief for the Coral Springs
National Little League, Ken Brown has
been involved with youth baseball for
36 years. "I enjoy working with kids,"
Brown said, "and I cherish the time I
coached my own twins in baseball
and softball. For many of the kids,
umpiring is their first job, and I treat
the players as an employer, which
helps prepare them for the 'real' world." 

Who can be an umpire? "Anyone can
umpire a game---but not everyone can be an
umpire," said 23-year-old Shane Kirk, who umpires
for District 10, Florida High School Athletic Association,
NCAA-Div. II and Sunshine State League (Semi-Pro). He
continued, "It is one of the few professions where you have
to start at perfect---and then improve. It takes a special
person to realize that if you did your job right nobody will
even know you were there."

Austin Pillado of Coral Springs feels he is getting to know
the game better by umpiring. "This is my first year of
umpiring. I thought this would be a fun way to make some
money. Also a lot of my friends are doing it," he said.
Pillado says the hardest part about being an umpire is
making the right call and dealing with upset coaches and
fans. "I deal with situations like this by getting help from
other umpires."

Umpires have to be a unique type of individual to earn the
respect of players and coaches alike. All it takes is one
game, one play, one call to make or break their reputation.
They are umpires because they love the game.

By Cheri Tishman
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As we've said before, every deal at Infiniti of Coconut Creek starts with a rela-
tionship. All of our customers are part of the “Total Ownership Experience,”
which starts with friendly, knowledgeable and fully certified sales and service.
It’s true when we say, “People come to us as customers and leave as friends."
We genuinely want to help people will all aspects of their deal.

Let’s look at an exciting new model that has recently been released: The 2011
M37/M56. No one denies that the technical engineering aspects of Infiniti’s
brand are astounding. In fact, just seven years ago, the technology that’s in
Infiniti’s new 2011 M-Series would have placed them in the “exotic vehicles”
class along with a price that only a movie star could afford. 

Go ahead, take a look... BSW, BSI, TCS, IBA, LDW, DCA, AFLS, PCS, ANC,
EIK,ATC, 4WAS, FAS …. WHAT?? Even if we tell you what each of these
acronyms are, you’ll still want a certified sales associate to explain how they
all work together!

The luxury sedan game is a tough nut to crack, and when someone pays
$47,000+ for a car, they expect a certain level of refinement and prestige
associated with the established European contenders. It's not just brand snob-
bery either, as the sedans from Audi, BMW and Mercedes-Benz are superb
automobiles. The 2011 M37 is pushing them aside with ease.

What's that? The new engine is more powerful, but gets BETTER FUEL
ECONOMY! The M's engines have grown for 2011, but the entire sedan itself
has also hit the gym. Its curvaceous, muscular styling conceals a greater
width and length, but also a shortened height to give it more aggressive pro-
portions. The interior dimensions haven't changed much, since the M was
already one of the more spacious vehicles in the class. 

Did I mention the FAS?  Get ready! One of our favorite options in the Deluxe
package is the  Forest Air™ System with Advanced Auto Recirculation,
Breeze Mode, Plasmacluster™ Air Purifier and Grape Polyphenol filter… oh
yes, feel the gentle breeze that mimics the forest.

Strong performance, engaging handling, many high-tech features, classy inte-
rior and a lower price than European rivals… what more could you ask for?
Come in and be amazed at the new M today!

Please see the ad inside our front cover .

Engaging, Invigorating, Amazing... The New M!

Adaptive Front Light System
Pre-Crash Seatbelts
Active Noise Control
Enhanced Intelligent key
Active Trace Control
Four Wheel Active Steering

Blind spot Warning
Blind Spot Intervention
Traction Control System
Intelligent Brake Assist
Lane departure Warning
Distance Control Assist

By  Larry Muirhead
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have been writing poetry for as long as I can remem-
ber, but the Emily Dickenson and Edgar Allan Poe
verse I was raised on was unsuccessful in preparing

me for the world of spoken word I was introduced to in
the 9th grade. As Ray Dominguez, HBO Poet and
founder of The Write Side Poets, performed a poem enti-
tled “Rap vs. Poetry” in the auditorium of my school, I
found myself hypnotized by his words; entranced to the
point of submersion. As the poem concluded and I resur-
faced for air, Mr. Dominguez stated that he was looking
for students who he could take to an international poetry
competition called Brave New Voices. I thought to myself,
“I can do that!”

Four years later, I am a member of The Write Side Poets:
Team Ft. Lauderdale, poetry troupe. We are currently
ranked fifth in the English speaking world. I have received
my own stage name: “Write Now.” Spoken word is a com-
bination of the lyrical beauty of traditional poetry and the
raw urban aura of hip-hop, altogether performed with the
emotional tenacity of a raging lion giving a monologue. Or
like Mr. Dominguez would say: This ain’t yo’ momma’s
poetry. Four years ago I would have never imagined that
this art form would open as many doors as it has for me:
Being awarded an Emmy for a commercial recorded in
partnership with South Florida CW, participating in an
HBO documentary entitled Russel Simmons Presents
Brave New Voices, and being a central speaker at The
Rally Against Budget Cuts held in the spring of 2009 in
Tallahassee. I could not have dreamed that poetry, which

honestly on the surface does not sound cool at all, would
take me this far.

I am positive I could say the same for my teammate,
Shayna “Simba” Diskin, who is now a junior at Stoneman
Douglas High School. “Poetry is a journey of emotions,”
she once told me. “When I’m writing, I am allowed to
think as freely and abstractly as I want.” The first time I
met Simba she was mildly shy, but when she stepped on
stage I bore witness to the makings of an incredible per-
former. She has never once been afraid to speak her
mind and stand up for her beliefs. “Just because you
wear the pants, does not mean taking the belt off to beat
her makes it right.” She openly trumpets for women’s
rights.

At The Write Side Poets, we live by the motto: “It’s not
about spittin’ the winnin’ poem; it is about changing a life
with the poem you spit.” Although we do compete in
many tournaments year round, our focus is to change
lives through poetry. I was an extremely introverted child
in 9th grade. Mr. Dominguez helped me find my voice,
and now I am blessed with the opportunity to perform for
thousands every year. My one desire is to give that
opportunity; that sense of individualism, back to every
teenager I work with. I currently teach many poetry work-
shops in schools throughout Broward County. I leave
every student with the same challenge: “Earn your feath-
ers, Corporal, and learn how to defy gravity.” 

I

By Matthew Madonia Shayna “Simba” Diskin
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Ladies Tennis Players Wanted!
Woodmont is inviting ladies to join the Iola McCoy or Broward League tennis teams. For more information or to sign up, please call Synergy Tennis 
(954) 597-9674. 

Mr. Blue's Super Swimmer Grand Opening - Saturday, June 5
Because he's excited about his new location, you are invited to join Mr.Blue and his Swimming Crew  from 10am to 1pm at Coral Bay Charter
Academy, 11401 NW  56 Drive The FREE fun includes water slides, trial swim lessons, cotton candy, sno cones and more! Together with Mr. Blue
and his swimming Crew, join us for his Water Safety Puppet Show and meet all of Mr. Blue's Certified Swimming Instructors. 

Parkland Rangers FINAL IN-PERSON REGISTRATION-Saturday, June 5 
Sign-ups are held from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Pine Trails Park Concession Building i10555 Trails End, Parkland. Everything needed to regis-
ter is included on our website www.ParklandRangers.com where you can download all of the necessary forms. If you have any questions, please
call 954-804-5406. Season starts August 1, so register now as teams are quickly filling.

Falcons Baseball Golf Tourney-Sunday, June 6th
The Boys in Pink are going to Cooperstown! Go to the beautiful Woodmont Country Club, 7801 NW 80th Ave, Tamarac, to show your support.
You’ll be able to say, “I knew them when.....”The shotgun start goes off at 1pm with an awards banquet to follow. Please encourage this fantastic
team! For info, contact Steve Miller Event Management (561) 213-7687 Go Falcons!!  

Last Day of Broward County School! - Wednesday, June 9th
And the icing on the cake? It's an early release day! Have a safe and fun Summer!

Family FunDay - Clay Play - Saturday, June 12
Come to the Coral Springs Museum of Art, 2855 Coral Springs Drive, at 3:30pm to become an ancient Greek artist, clay-dough creating your own
"frieze" (panel of figures and animals) based on the Museum's Parthenon exhibit. This is a terrific activity for children ages 3 & up with a parent or
guardian. Participation fee is $4 per person. Call CSMART for reservations 954.340.5000 www.csmart.org

Pearle Vision Antioxidant Wellness Seminar - Friday, June 18th
To help promote education and preventive care, join the doctors at Pearle
Vision for a wellness seminar to teach you and your family how antioxidants
work, what foods and supplements contain the highest levels of antioxi-
dants, and how exercise affects those levels. Complimentary scanning will
also be available. RSVP by June 15th at 954-752-1551 or email
drfrancine@pearlesprings.com

Father's Day - Sunday, June 20
Make a card, serve him breakfast in bed, take him to a game or a local fish-
ing hole...he's a special guy, so let him know. Happy Father's Day, Daddy!

Parkland Kid's Fishing Derby - Sat., June 26th
Join the City of Parkland as we enjoy a morning of fishing at the Pine
Trails Park Fishing Pier, 10555 Trails End, from 8:00 -10:00am. This
event will award trophies to the kids that catch the "largest" fish. For
more info, call (954) 757-4120.

Parkland's Annual Bike Parade - Sun., July 4th
Join the City of Parkland as we celebrate the Holiday with our Annual
Bicycle Parade at Terramar Park, 6575 NW 75th Dr., from 9:00-
11:00am. Decorate your bike in Red, White, and Blue and come out to
parade it proudly around the Park's perimeter sidewalk. Prizes will be
awarded to those who win Best Decorated Bike. For more info, call
(954) 757-4120.


